Surgical management of melanoma.
Melanoma is an increasing health care problem worldwide. Up to 80,000 cases of melanoma are diagnosed per year and it is the sixth leading cause of cancer death in the United States. The lifetime risk is estimated to be 1 in 75 individuals for the development of melanoma. Surgery remains the mainstay of treatment of melanoma, and in most cases it is curative. Several important surgical issues are discussed in this review, including the extent of surgical margins, Mohs micrographic surgery for melanoma in situ, the use of sentinel lymph node biopsy, the usefulness of lymphadenectomy, isolated limb perfusion, and the role of metastasectomy.